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“Why me?”      Text – Acts 16:6-15  CoD Arts 2-4       OT Reading – Deuteronomy 10

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I expect that you are now rather cold and wet and tired!  After all, you have been swimming in the sea for a week now!  Yes, some confused faces I see!  Hopefully though, some of you know what I am talking about.  
Last Sunday we began to look at the articles of the Canons of Dort.  And we did so making use of a drowning illustration.  
We pictured salvation as some of those who are drowning being rescued and some not.  

And we noted that many Christians find this idea of God choosing to save just some offensive.

But we noted that while this might be a just accusation if those drowning were all innocent, that is far from being the case.

And so, making use of Genesis 1-3 and Romans 5, we went back in the illustration to see that all those in the water began the day on God’s boat.  And they were told that they would be safe if they remained there and would surely drown if they left.  
But they chose to leave.  They climbed into a rotten dinghy and left the boat and are now floundering about in the sea, drowning.  
Now, no analogy is perfect, and we also acknowledged the fact that there were many questions that still needed answering.  The main point of the illustration, however, was to demonstrate that we are not all innocent swimmers who deserve to be rescued.  No, we are guilty boat abandoners who deserve to drown.  
God is under no obligation to rescue any of us.  It would be entirely just of Him to leave us all to drown.  
And in terms of salvation, we saw that this is so because we share in the guilt of Adam’s original sin in the Garden of Eden, even apart from the sins we each commit each day. 
Our federal link to that one sin is enough to leave us deservedly drowning in the sea of condemnation.
Well, all that has to do with what God could have done.  He could have said – finito – done – you had your chance, you blew it, its over.
But that would have made for a Bible of only three chapters and no one to read it once Adam and Eve died!  Instead though, Adam and Eve remained alive, they had children, and we have a Bible of 66 books!  
And that means we need to consider not just what God could have done, but what God did.  
And what we shall see is the gospel of eternal life in Jesus Christ – hope for undeserving sinners!
So, let’s turn our attention to Acts 16.
1. Now, we will likely return to this section of the Bible soon as we are currently in ch. 14 of our Acts sermon series.  Our interest in this portion of God’s Word, today though, is quite specific and so revisiting it in a few weeks will still be profitable.  But let’s consider the context and see what occurs in these verses.  
a. The council at Jerusalem has just concluded.  Important decisions about the relationship of Gentiles and Jews and the gospel and the law have been decided and need now to be passed on to the churches.  
b. And so, Paul has suggested to Barnabas that they visit the churches they planted on their first missionary journey again.  But they disagree about whether or not to take mark and so Barnabas goes one way and Paul goes another.  
c. And at the beginning of ch. 16, Paul meets Timothy and takes him along as a disciple, if you will.  
d. Then in v6, we are told where they go and that the Holy Spirit keeps them “from preaching the word in the province of Asia.”  
i. And the implication is that Asia is obviously where Paul was planning to go but he has had his plans altered, divinely.  
A. Now, we are not told how this occurred.  It may have been weather or political circumstances or health.  But somehow, the Holy Spirit prevents Paul from heading North to Asia.  
ii. And as he looked back on these events, he can see that this was so.  
e. Instead, he is forced west.  And then, in v7, we see that Paul is keen to go North again, to Bythinia, but again he is prevented from doing so because “the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.”  
f. And then, most likely rather perplexed about all of this, Paul receives a vision from a man of Macedonia who says, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  And Paul responds, immediately, recognizing the call to preach the gospel there.  
g. And then, in Philippi, one of the cities of Macedonia, we read about the conversion of Lydia and the baptism of her whole household.
2. Well, we will return to further consider this account in a few moments.  But before we do, we need to consider one very important question in relation to the doctrines of grace.  And that question is, Why is there an Acts 16?  Or, boiling it right down to its base, why is there a Genesis 3?  When God created Adam, He said, “Do not eat from the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  For on the day you eat of that tree, you shall surely die.”  Why then does the Bible not end with the sound of Eve’s first bite and two bodies falling down to the ground, dead?  
a. And the answer to this question is vital for the doctrines of grace – it is the very heart of the gospel.  
i. In fact, just this past Tuesday, a catechism student asked exactly that question: If God said that Adam would die, why didn’t he die?  
A. Well, the truth is that he did.  Yes, Adam was a live, but he was now dying physically and he was now dead spiritually.  
1) Because of his sin, Adam’s heart was no longer inclined towards God.  
2) How do we know this?  Well, maybe you boys and girls remember what happened when God came down to the garden and called out to Adam.  What did Adam do?  Did he come running to God to say, “I am so sorry!”?  No, He?  That’s right, he hid from God.  
a) Adam is now not keen at all to be in God’s presence.  
i) And Genesis 3 makes it very clear that he used to be – he was used to walking with God in the garden.  
ii) But now, Adam knows he is a guilty sinner.  
iii) Now Adam is terrified of what God might do because he has sinned.  
iv) Adam knows what he deserves.  
ii. And it is here that we see the gospel entering into creation.  God comes to find Adam.  God comes to seek Adam, the sinner.  
A. Is Adam seeking God?  Is Adam searching for salvation?  Is Adam exercising faith?  No, He is hiding.  
B. Now brothers and sisters, of course we are going to continue with our Canons series.  There is still much for us to examine and consider, profitably.  But we could almost stop here in Genesis 3.  Almost everything we need to know about salvation is right there.  
1) Do you see that?  It is all God!  It is God rescuing sinful and undeserving Adam.  
2) It is the activity of God, not man’s activity.  
a) God seeks Adam.  And then God calls Adam, “Where are you?”  
i) So, now Adam can come into God’s presence because God has called Him to come.  
b) But does Adam come to God and say, Now look God, I know I have goofed up.  I am so sorry.  But here is my suggestion for how we sort this whole thing out.  How about I do this or you do that?”  No!  Again, it is all God.
C. And it is here that we need to introduce John 3:16.  For John 3:16 is about this moment in the Garden of Eden.  
1) Yes, of course, it has effect every day of history – For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  That is the gospel we proclaim today.  
2) But John 3:16, ultimately, is about this moment in the Garden of Eden.  Adam has disobeyed and is now dying in every sense of the word.  
3) But now, God seeks this dying Adam.  Why?  To tell him the good news.  And the good news is John 3:16.  The good news is God’s plan for salvation.  
a) Now, the words of John 3:16 are not the words God uses in the Garden, but they add up to the same thing.  Adam, you need not die.  I have designed a way for you to live!  I can punish your sins in my Son and I can give you His perfect righteousness.  My justice can be satisfied and my love can be revealed.  I can rescue you.  
b) And I can do this by bringing forth a child from your wife, Eve, who will crush the offspring of the serpent.  
c) And if you believe this, Adam, you shall be saved.  
d) And we saw, last week, from Gen. 3:22, how Adam responded: Looking in faith to this promise of God, Adam named his wife Eve because she would become the mother (not of the dying!) but of the living”!  
i) Adam embraced the Lord Jesus Christ.  
D. And that, people of God, is why we have Genesis 3 and 5 and 50 and Judges and Chronicles and the Psalms and Daniel and Luke and Romans, etc.  
1) We have the Bible so that as we read each page we may see more and more of the gospel and its effects within creation.  
2) We have the Bible so that we can see how necessary Jesus Christ is for sinners.  
3) We have the Bible so that we may know that this is not it – this life of sin and sadness and death is not the whole story – Jesus Christ has come and Jesus Christ will come again, and then we believers shall know eternal life!
3. Well, this brings us back then to Acts 16.  As we have seen, Paul’s travels have been sovereignly influenced by the divine traffic controller, if you will.  As Paul stood in the lane to go straight ahead, like a policeman with gloves, He has been directed to take a detour.  
a. Now, of course, it was a detour for Paul but not for the Holy Spirit.  For the Holy Spirit, Philippi was always where Paul would end up.  So, why did the Holy Spirit want Paul in Philippi and not in Asia or Bythinia?  
i. Well, we have already spoken of this in relation to the Ethiopian Eunuch and Cornelius the Roman Centurion – God’s electing purpose.  
ii. The reason the Holy Spirit directed Paul to Philippi is one word beginning with L and ending with ydia – Lydia.  
A. By God’s eternal design and decree, a certain day was fixed for Lydia to come to faith.  On that day, the line of God’s eternal decree would intersect with the line of history.
So, now we turn our attention to the two points that will take up the rest of this sermon: How and Why?  So , firstly then, How?  How did salvation come to Lydia?

1. Well, going back to the Garden of Eden, what did we see there?  
a. We saw Adam who knew God.  We saw Adam who knew he was a sinner.  But that left him in the terror of his sin.  That general revelation was not enough.  
b. And so, we saw God seeking an Adam who was not seeking God.  We saw God call Adam.  And we saw God revealing the gospel to Adam.  We saw God give Adam special revelation.  
c. And so it has been with everyone since, and so it is here with Lydia: God seeks her, God calls her, and God reveals the gospel to her.  God gives her the special revelation that is needed for salvation.  
i. Romans 10:13 says, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  And then Romans 10 continues on to explain that people only call on the name of the Lord in response to hearing preaching – “Faith comes from hearing the message.”  
A. With Adam, because there was no one else, God had to preach the gospel.  But from then on, Adam had to preach that gospel to Eve and to his children and they to theirs.  And faith would come, from then on, in response to hearing the gospel preached.  
ii. And so, how did salvation come to Lydia?  Well, she heard the preaching of the gospel.  It says so in vv13-14.  Paul says, “We sat down and began to speak with the women.”  
A. And although we are not told so explicitly, you can be sure that Paul’s words added up to John 3:16.  You are a sinner.  But God sent Jesus to die.  If you embrace Jesus in repentance and faith, you shall not perish but have eternal life.
2. Well, I expect you can see that that still leaves us with some questions.  
a. Firstly, while we are told that while Paul spoke with women, plural, only Lydia, it seems, responds in faith.  
i. And those of us with loved ones who do not know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord know that the gospel is not a simple matter of cause an effect, as in preach it – conversion.  Some reject the gospel.  
ii. And we will consider the answer to this question in a moment when we ask Why Lydia?
b. But secondly, if faith comes from hearing the message, what about children who die in-utero or as infants?  What about those who are severely intellectually handicapped?  They do not and cannot hear the word preached?  
i. And again, we will have more to say about this in connection with a later article of the Canons.  But suffice it to say for now, what is in view here is God’s ordinary or typical manner of saving His people.  
A. God is not bound by His ordinary means.  He can save apart from the preached word.  
B. But that is how He ordinarily delights to save those of His people who can hear and understand.  What a glorious and gracious God!  Hallelujah!
c. But thirdly, what about those who can hear and understand but who never hear the gospel?  Who never see or hear a Bible?  
i. And here we need to set aside emotion or sentiment and let God be God.  
ii. For nearly 2000 years, the only people that were exposed to God’s special revelation were the Jews.  
A. If you were born an Indian or an Asian or a European or a Persian or an African or a Philistine, you were, according to Ephesians 2:12, “separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the world.”  That was the way it was for majority for 2000 yrs.
iii. There is no salvation apart from the message of Jesus Christ, crucified.  
iv. But remember, are those in this situation poor innocents?  No.  They are those who have sinned against God – those who deserve His condemnation – just like you and I.
Well, this is really the perfect segueway into our second and final point, why Lydia?  
1. And the answer to this according to classical Arminianism, and many Christians today if they have thought this through, goes like this: Before He created the world, God looked into the future and saw all those who would believe in Him.  And so, it is to these that He takes the gospel.  Because He knows that they will believe, He counts them more worthy to hear the gospel than those who will not.  
a. Now, this sounds logical and almost sounds reasonable.  The problem is though, first and foremost, that that is not what we read in the Bible.  
i. In fact, right here in Acts 16:15 we are told that the Lord opened Lydia’s heart to respond to the gospel.  
ii. And you may remember what we read a few weeks ago in Acts 14:48, “all who were appointed for eternal life believed.”  
A. It is decree, it is election, it is the preaching of the gospel, and it is the inward work of the Holy Spirit that creates belief, not the other way around.  
iii. You see, according to this view, the origin of gospel activity lies in man and not in God.  
A. The gospel does not go where God sovereignly sends it but where man requires it.  Do you see the difference?  
1) Our Arminian friends say that everything that happens here in Acts 16 happens because of Lydia.  
a) Lydia’s choice to believe is what compels the Spirit to direct Paul to preach the gospel here in Philippi.  
2) But I trust you have seen, dear friends, that what happens in Acts 16 happens because of God.  
a) It is God’s eternal desire to save Lydia this day.  
b) So God, by His Spirit, directs Paul to preach the gospel here in Philippi.  
c) And it is God, as we see in v14, who opens “her heart to respond to Paul’s message.”  
B. But was Lydia more worthy to receive the gospel than the people of Asia or Bythinia?  Well, recall also our earlier reading in Deuteronomy 10.  
1) Why did Israel have God’s special revelation when the rest of the nations did not?  He said to them, “To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it.  Yet the LORD set His affection on your forefathers and loved them, and He chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today.”  
a) In other words, It is not you that chose me but me that chose you.  
C. And in Deuteronomy 7:6-8, God makes it explicitly clear that His choice of Israel had nothing to do with anything that Israel did or did not do.  It is all of His love.  In fact, of all of the nations on the face of the earth, they were the least likely choice.  
D. But perhaps you also remember those verses in Isaiah 55 that we have quoted a number of times as we have gone through Acts?  “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
So, here we must end.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
Lydia heard this gospel.  And as the Canons describe it, “she receive[d] it and embrace[d] Jesus the saviour with a true and living faith.”  
What a beautiful description of salvation.  
Have you embraced Jesus as your Saviour?  
You see, its not enough to enjoy being near Him or in the same room as Him or offering a hurried handshake.  Have you embraced Jesus as your Saviour?  
True faith does not keep Him at arms length or pick Him up when it suits.
True faith rejoices: “My beloved is mine and I am His and His banner over me is love!”
Because if you can see, Yes, I have embraced Jesus, it is because God has pulled you out of the sea of condemnation and onto the boat of eternal life.  
And you must now live out the why question: Why me?  
And that will affect your language, your manners, your marriage, your friendships, how you spend your money, how you spend your leisure time, how you worship, your commitment to share the gospel, and everything else.  
And it will do so because the answer of the Bible to your why question is that despite your sin and guilt, God chose to savingly love you in Jesus Christ. Amen.     

